
 
 

 

     
              

"Beauty is the adjustment of all parts proportionately so that one  

cannot add or subtract or change without impairing the harmony of the whole."  

-- Leon Battista Alberti 

              

PURPOSE 

The “Principles of Classical Architecture” workshop series seeks to provide students with an understanding of the 

fundamental principles and language of classical architecture. It provides an overview of the design principles that inform 

classical architecture which are found in the order, proportion, archetypal geometry, and patterns in nature. The workshops 

are aimed at helping students gain analytical drawing skills. This knowledge creates a solid foundation for analyzing and 

understanding classical architecture’s vocabulary and syntax. 

MATERIALS 

The following is a list of recommended materials for the workshop series: 

• Sketchbook, 8.5”x11” 

• 12” Rolling ruler 

• 12” roll of tracing paper or 8.5”x11” sheets 

• HB or 2H mechanical pencils 

• White Stadtler-Mars eraser or equivalent 

• Kneaded eraser 

• Compass 

• Drafting tape or drafting dots 

• Triangular architect’s scale in inches 

• 45, 30/60 degree triangles  

• Circle template 

• Erasable colored pencil, preferably brown, sepia, or red 

• 11”x17” or larger sheets of vellum, watercolor, or standard paper  

 



 
 

REQUIRED TEXT 

Ware, William R. The American Vignola: A Guide to the Making of Classical Architecture. New York: Dover, 1994. Older 

edition PDFs are available online:  

• (Book 1) https://archive.org/details/cu31924091026504/page/n1  

• (Book 2) https://archive.org/details/americanvignola00vigngoog/page/n5 

 

SCHEDULE 

02/17, 2-4pm EST, Workshop #1 

• Lecture: Archetypal Geometry and Proportions  
• Demonstration: Geometry/Proportion Drawing Exercises with compass & straight edge 
• Homework: Exercise 1 – Archetypal Geometry analysis of natural and humanmade objects (11x17 sheet)  
• Reading: Martineau, John, ed. Quadrivium: The Four Classical Liberal Arts of Number, Geometry, Music, & 

Cosmology. (New York: Bloomsbury USA, 2010), pp.11-35. 

02/24, 2-4pm EST, Workshop #2 

• Review: Brief Review of Exercise 1 
• Lecture: Classical Architecture Literacy (Orders, Proportions, Moldings, Elements) 
• Demonstration: Moldings & Classical Order Drawing Exercises with compass & straight edge 
• Homework: Exercise 2 – Draw a classical order and its components (Block order, column base/capital, entablature) 

watching tutorial videos (11x17 sheet) 
• Reading: Gabriel, Jean-François. Classical Architecture for the Twenty-First Century: An Introduction to Design. 

(New York: W.W. Norton & Company, 2004), chapter 2, pp.36-61.  

03/03, 2-4pm EST, Workshop #3 

• Review: Brief Review of Exercise 2 
• Lecture: Composition in Classical Architecture (Principles, Organization, Form, Space, Progressive Omission) 
• Demonstration: Composition Analysis Drawing Exercises with compass & straight edge 
• Homework: Exercise 3 – Analysis of U.S. White House (elevations, plan, elements, interior, site plan, urban plan, 

etc. on 11x17 sheets) 
• Reading: Gabriel, Jean-François. Classical Architecture for the Twenty-First Century: An Introduction to Design. 

(New York: W.W. Norton & Company, 2004), chapter 1, pp.12-35. 
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